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April 1st, 2011  ♦  Friday 
 

SENIOR CENTER PROJECT 
The three Commissioners, Annmarie Robinson, Rod Keith and various members on the Council-on-Aging 
Board met with Russ Wolfe of WAG and Clausen’s (Amber Lineweaver & Tracy McLain) on the “final 
inspection” of the new Senior Center project.  

1. Tom Stuber of MDOT was present and approved the Transit portion of the project [AKA: the “bus 
barn”]; 

2. The “punch-list” from March 25th had been addressed by Clausen and their sub’s, so we developed a 
new list of our concerns and/or unfinished items; 

3. The Commissioners and Annmarie discussed “change order” frustrations, general comments about 
communication issues and occasional confusion, and delays in the project.  The group also 
discussed the “penalties” for delay ($750/day), and agreed to negotiate for the Patio addition 
(alternate bid project) in lieu of the delay penalties; 

4. The Commissioners, Annmarie and Rod finalized the day by summarizing and compiling those 
incomplete items, acceptance of a few questionable / insufficient items  (i.e., “spider” cracked floors 
in garage, overhead door in the food storage bay, etc), and a list of materials that we own and 
weren’t installed (i.e., sink/faucet in kitchen, exterior sign lights, extra flooring samples, etc.).  
Annmarie will organize this new “punch list” / inventory list for WAG, Clausen’s and the 
Commissioners. 

5. The Commissioners discussed the ramifications of accepting the building with the above notations 
(item 4); 

6. Wood Enterprises was notified for insurance coverage. 
 
Russ Wolfe will contact Clausen’s about the Patio proposal.  He will also call Patrick’s about their initial bid 
on the parking lot pavement in hopes of getting a better price for our consideration. 
 
 

CICON AND ASSOCIATES 
Rudy Cicon, surveyor, did the elevation readings on the final project (Senior Center).  He called to report that 
the reading met the recommended level. 
 
 

SPECIAL NOTE 
For public record, there was not a single “change order” requested by the Commissioners or the County’s 
representatives (i.e., Rod Keith, Annmarie Robinson, etc.) throughout the project.  However, there were 
about 8 documented “change orders” totaling approximately $10,000 that were due to electrical / mechanical 
/ architectural / constructional errors and miscalculations. 
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April 5th, 2011  ♦  Tuesday 
 
The Board of Liberty County Commissioners met in regular session on the above stated date at 10:00 AM in 
their room at the Courthouse.  Those present were:  Chairman Larry Hendrickson, Commissioner Russ 
Tempel and Commissioner Rlynn Rockman. 
 
 

LEPC 
The three Commissioners and other regulars attended the monthly LEPC meeting, which included a 1 ½ 
hour training session by Ben Shott of the National Weather Service, who spoke about sky warming and 
weather spotting. 
 
 

COUNCIL ON AGING 
Commissioner Rockman attended the monthly Council on Aging meeting.  Updated reports were made on 
the new center.  The current Treasurer’s report shows a current balance of $75,551.91 on all accounts. 
 
 

PAYROLL 
The current employee payroll was submitted for approval.  Commissioner Tempel made the motion to 
approve for payment the current payroll as it has been submitted.  Commissioner Rockman seconded the 
motion, and the motion carried. 
 
 

DES 
Ed Gierke, District Representative for the Montana DES, stopped in after LEPC to visit with the 
Commissioners.  NOTE: Darrell Stafford must have his invoice (for charges on the EOP re-write) to the State 
by no later than April 30th, 2011! 
 
 
 

LIBERTY MEDICAL CENTER / WHEAT COUNTRY ESTATES 
Ron Gleason and Shari Meissner met with the Commissioners and Rhonda Pimley on a follow-up regarding 
the Wheat Country Estates proposal.  A summary of responsibilities of Liberty County and/or Liberty Medical 
Center was offered by Ron Gleason for consideration.  Hugh Brown was not present due to legal obligations, 
so the Commissioners will get him this information for his research.  Liberty Medical Center is looking for a 
decision by July 1st (new fiscal year).  [See Minutes of March 15th and March 22nd for initial conference.] 
 
 
 

ROAD ISSUES 
1. Rob Laas was in about concerns regarding a culvert issue on the 2800 Road near Oraw’s; he is 

afraid the road is going to wash out; 
2. Richard Burrows received a telephone call from a concerned taxpayer about the poor conditions of 

the Whitlash Road (from Cole’s to Hawks’). 
 
 

WOOD ENTERPRISES 
Tina Wood (the County’s insurance agent) was in to inspect the county buildings [Library, Courthouse, 
Sheriff’s Office, new Senior Center, and the Road/Weed departments]. 
Issues: 

1. cords; 
2. furniture location; 
3. housekeeping issues; 
4. portable heaters; 
5. lack of “First Aid” kits, and 
6. signage. 

The Commissioners and Tina will be meeting with Emelia of MACo on April 26th.  The Commissioners need 
to develop a safety “Mission Statement”. 
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ROAD DEPARTMENT 
The Commissioners telephoned Shawn Norick and Charlie Thielman about getting several loads of rock to 
be delivered / dumped at the new center (SouthWest entrance area). 
 
 
 

CTEP PROJECT 
Bob Mattson stopped in to discuss the upcoming pre-bid conference on April 12th for the Lion’s Park CTEP 
project.  It is being advertised. 
 
 
 

PLANNING BOARD 
Steve Dahinden agreed to serve on the Liberty County Planning Board.  He will be replacing Trudy Skari. 
 
 
 

MDOT 
The Commissioners composed a letter to the Montana Department of Transportation (attention: Mick 
Johnson) requesting a PRIORITY CHANGE in Liberty County’s future paving proposal.  This request is being 
made due to the construction of the two new grain-loading facilities on the Laird & Whitlash Roads. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There being no further business, the regular meeting of the Board of Liberty County Commissioners was adjourned at 
5:00 PM. 
 
ATTEST:             
    Clerk       Chairman 
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April 6th, 2011  ♦  Wednesday 
 
 
The Board of Liberty County Commissioners met in regular session on the above stated date at 10:00 AM in 
their room at the Courthouse.  Those present were:  Chairman Larry Hendrickson, Commissioner Russ 
Tempel and Commissioner Rlynn Rockman. 
 
 
 

CLAIMS 
The current claims were submitted for consideration.  Commissioner Rockman made the motion to accept 
the claims for payment as they have been presented.  Commissioner Tempel seconded the motion, and the 
motion carried. 
 
 

ROAD DEPARTMENT 
Shawn Norick was in to discuss road issues: 

1. The group discussed several roads that need attention due to melting / run-off; 
2. The group discussed the road department’s current budget to see if there is any “wiggle room” for a 

temporary / Full-time employee (to assist with screening operations and extra road work due to 
severe winter damage); 

3. Shawn will get us a list of their yearly safety meetings and training classes for the upcoming 
conference with Emelia from MACo; 

4. They have a new eraser board on the shop wall to record current “equipment safety” issues; 
5. There will be an unannounced shop inspection by Tina soon. 

 
 

DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE 
The Commissioners received a return call from Kory Hoffland and Conrad Peterson from the Department of 
Revenue to answer our questions about the train-loading facilities, who are requesting a “new/expanding tax 
abatement”, which is to encourage enterprises to build or expand additional facilities for commercial use.  
Once the request is made, the Commissioners have to schedule a public hearing, and then make a decision. 
 
Kory calculated the following hypothetical scenario:   $12,000,000 facility at 3% tax rate at 500 mills average 
(based on Class 4 or Class 8) = $180,000 taxes / year.  An abatement per code would be a 50% tax break 
for the first 5 years, then increase 10% each year for the following 5 years, so it finally reaches 100% at year 
number 10.  Therefore, the estimated abatement in this scenario would by $90,000 per year for the first 5 
years, and so on….  Of this $90,000 in tax revenue, 98 to 102.5 mills would go to the state and the rest 
would stay in the County.  
 
Kory has offered to do a spread sheet (with trending and depreciation calculations) for the Commissioners.  
He is also willing to attend the County’s public hearing(s) as an informational resource. 
 
NOTE: The Commissioners currently have paperwork for abatements from EGT, Gavilon, and Columbia 
Grain (Tiber).   Additional Note:  The Commissioners telephoned Valley County and spoke with 
Commissioner Bruce Peterson.  EGT is building a grain-terminal in Frazier and have asked Valley County for 
a tax abatement.  Their paperwork is not official; still, Bruce is very hesitant to offer any tax breaks.  The 
Commissioners will stay in contact. 
 
A general discussion by the three Commissioners included: 

1. They’re all requesting abatements after the fact; that is, plans were already made and construction is 
in progress; 

2. Has the County offered any abatements in recent years to other local businesses?;  and 
3. Our budgets are presently precarious, so these additional anticipated revenues are looking good. 

 
 

LIBRARY 
The Commissioners have received a formal request for a budget resolution from the Liberty County Library 
board chairman, Peg Duffin, for funds to pay for improvements to the building’s new lighting system and 
suspended ceiling (totaling approximately $12,700).  Because there is some confusion in their budget 
regarding spendable funds, espresso revenues, and Capital Improvement dollars, the Commissioners 
telephoned Peg to discuss the request.  Peg will not be available until next week for consult.  The 
Commissioners did visit briefly with Teresa Fenger (librarian) about the dilemma and agreed to research the 
matter more. 
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PUGSLEY BRIDGE PROJECT UPDATE 
Marlene Moon called Commissioner Rockman on March 23rd, on behalf of the engineers to see if the county 
would be willing to repair / grade the road to the bridge following the construction.  The three Commissioners 
concurred that it is a County road, they know there will be some wear-&-tear due to construction traffic, and 
that the County will bring it back to normal.  Commissioner Rockman personally called Scott Aspenlieden of 
WWC Engineering on March 31st to report the decision. 
 
 
 

COUNTY ATTORNEY 
Hugh Brown was in on follow-up matters regarding several issues: 

1. He will draw up a proposal at the Commissioners request, regarding a “blanket” resolution that 
defines/identifies all of our known county roads to eliminate assumptions in titling procedures; 

2. The group discussed the abatement process.  The public hearing will probably be scheduled for the 
same day (two notices, 2 weeks apart); 

3. Hugh will be attending a “public road law” seminar this month; 
4. No decisions regarding the Wheat Country Estates.  However, Hugh wonders if the County can 

operate a “For-Profit” organization. 
 
 
 
 

MINUTES 
The Commissioner’s minutes (dated 11-2-2010 to 1-20-2011) were officially approved with a few additions 
and corrections per motion by Commissioner Tempel.  Commissioner Rockman seconded the motion, and 
the motion carried. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There being no further business, the regular meeting of the Board of Liberty County Commissioners was adjourned at 
5:00 PM. 
 
ATTEST:             
    Clerk       Chairman 
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April 12th, 2011  ♦  Tuesday 
 
The Board of Liberty County Commissioners met in regular session on the above stated date at 10:00 AM in 
their room at the Courthouse.  Those present were:  Chairman Larry Hendrickson, Commissioner Russ 
Tempel and Commissioner Rlynn Rockman. 
 
 
 

DEPARTMENT HEAD MEETING 
The monthly Department Head meeting was held on the above stated date.  Present for the meeting were 
Commissioner Tempel, Commissioner Hendrickson, Holly Frederickson, Rachel Ghekiere, Rhonda Pimley, 
Jim Brown, and Shawn Norick. 
 
Holly visited briefly about the status of the cases in her office.  The criminal cases are all caught up, as well 
as the fines and warrants, etc.  There continues to be several on going current cases (including a case which 
involves BNSF).  Holly will be attending a judge training the first week in May. 
Gayle reported on the status of current revenues.  The tax money is going out fast, but not coming back in 
quite so fast. 
Rhonda visited about the upcoming School Mail Ballot Election which she has been asked by the C-J-I 
School district to administer for them.  Concluding the school election she will begin to concentrate on the 
New Fiscal Year’s budget and the Town of Chester election. 
Rachel reported that the Whitlash and Eagle Creek Elementary districts have cancelled their pending 
elections.  The trustee’s will be elected by acclamation and no new levies will be requested. 
Jim reported that the Growth Policy has been updated.  He also reported on the reverse 9-1-1 training that 
he assisted with the administration of.  A portion of the dispatchers attended the first training, and the 
remaining portion will attend the second training to be held in the near future.  On July 26th, Jim will be 
attending a Weed Conference, with a Weed Spray Crew training to be held on May 25th.  Wayne and Stan 
will start on May 2nd, and Charley Diemert may possibly be coming back this summer as well.  Tyler Hull will 
be one of the HRDC people hired, with the possibility of a second HRDC hire. 
Shawn began mining safety training (MSHAW), which has turned out to be a very tough training.  Shawn will 
be hiring someone additional for summer.  Shawn also reported that fuel prices are once again becoming an 
issue.  The possible flooding crisis didn’t turn out to be too bad, but now there is some patching work that will 
need completing.  Shawn is to attend the National Road Foreman’s Convention next week. 
Russ reported on the current status of the Senior Center building project.  The project is winding down but 
there continues to be a few glitches that need cleaning up.  There is a possibility that they may begin cooking 
there next Monday.  There are a few parking lot issues which Shawn and the crew will attend to, and the 
Public Health Nurse plans to be moving up there soon. 
Larry reported on the status of the two new grain loading docks / elevators.  He commented that the two new 
loading docks along with Columbia Grain (which is planning some upgrades), have applied for Tax 
Abatement.  There will need to be a public hearing prior to the Commissioners making any final decision.  
The state is willing to send some of their people to help administer the public hearing.  Larry also reported 
that the safety “walk-through” with Tina Wood went very well.  Shawn Norick will now be taking over as the 
Safety Coordinator. 
 
 

SHERIFF 
Sheriff Burrows stopped in to have the Commissioners sign an agreement with the DNRC dealing with state 
fire trucks.  Commissioner Rockman made the motion to sign the agreement.  Commissioner Hendrickson 
seconded the motion, and the motion carried. 
 
 

CEMETERY BOARD MEETING 
The monthly board meeting was held on April 7th, 2011.  The board accepted the written resignation of the 
cemetery sexton, Terry Thielman, effective 3-31-2011 due to health reasons.  The board will run an ad in the 
Liberty County Times on April 13th and 20th with the application deadline set as April 25th, 2011.  The board 
will then conduct the interviews that week.  The starting salary will be $1,000/month, with no sick or vacation 
benefits, and no medical insurance.  Enrollment in the retirement system will be offered. 
 
 

MENTAL HEALTH 
Marsha Stokes has resigned her position at Liberty Medical Center and will be moving to and working in 
Great Falls.  In addition, she has resigned as the secretary/treasurer of the Mental Health Board.  She turned 
over the official minutes, records, and checkbook to Rlynn Rockman on April 7th, 2011. 
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GAVILON 
Bryan Carlton of Gavilon called to report a potential problem with the FAA regarding their elevator project:  it 
seems the facility is planned too high for the airport “air-space”. 
 
Commissioner Hendrickson telephoned the Helena Regional office of the FAA to learn two things: 

1. The elevator as planned would have to be built about ½ mile to the north to get out of the “air-space” 
–or- 

2. The elevator would have to be built about 50 feet shorter to stay in the planned location.  If the 
Commissioners choose to allow the plan as is, the County would lose any future FAA federal monies 
for airport repairs, etc. 

 
Another call to Verlin Friedly of Gavilon, who reports that the bin height is 120’ and the height to the top of 
the leg is 156’.  Gavilon has an elevator elsewhere that was mitigated through the FAA by installing multiple 
system lighted beacons.  He e-mailed some information to the Commissioners. 
 

NORTH JOPLIN ROAD 
Tony Strainer of the MDOT called per the Commissioner’s request to address truck weight limits on Highway 
#224.  He “inspected” the road on April 8th, 2011.  Signage cannot be implemented. 
 

CTEP 
Commissioner Tempel attended the CTEP “pre-bid” meeting on 4-12-2011 at the Lion’s Park.  Those present 
were Jeremy Siemens, Krystal Steinmetz, Bob Mattson, and Lynda VandeSandt. 
 

EBMS 
The Commissioners telephoned Vern Peterson, the County’s medical insurance provider, to learn: 

1. The new annual premiums should be close to this past years premiums; 
2. There may be a few changes regarding “wellness”, due to federal regulations; and  
3. There should be no ramifications to our policies regarding treatments at Benefis in Great Falls 

(contrary to recent newspaper reports). 

PERMISSION TO CROSS COUNTY ROADS 
The Commissioners received four requests from Northern Telephone Coop for permission to cross various 
Liberty County roads.  Commissioner Rockman made the motion to approve these permits.  Commissioner 
Tempel seconded the motion, and the motion carried.  They are boring all four.  The permits were signed 
and mailed to Terry Kimmet. 

STEWART CEMETERY 
Butch Wurtz from Riverview Colony sent in a copy of an old deed dated 10-29-1929 with reference to the 
Stewart Cemetery.  Hugh Brown did some deed searches and found the most recent filing (dated 1-10-1961) 
that shows the Roman Catholic Bishop of Great Falls (William J. Condon) deeded the land to the Liberty 
County Public Cemetery District.  The papers were delivered to the Cemetery Board. 
 

COMMISSIONERS MINUTES 
Commissioner Rockman made the motion to approve the minutes (with a few specified corrections) of 
August, September and October 2010.  Commissioner Tempel seconded the motion, and the motion carried. 
 
Commissioner Rockman made the motion to approve the minutes (with noted corrections) from 2-1-2011 to 
4-1-2011 [pages 696 to 714].  Commissioner Tempel seconded the motion, and the motion carried. 

SENIOR CENTER 
The Commissioners made a “walk-through” at the Senior Center building site. 

CORRESPONDENCE 
A “thank-you” letter was sent to Terry Thielman for his years of service to the Liberty County Cemetery 
District. 

LIBERTY COUNTY SAFETY MISSION STATEMENT 
The Commissioner’s wrote a safety mission statement for the County. 
 
 
There being no further business, the regular meeting of the Board of Liberty County Commissioners was adjourned at 
5:00 PM. 
 
ATTEST:             
    Clerk       Chairman 
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April 13th, 2011  ♦  Wednesday 
 
 
The Board of Liberty County Commissioners met in regular session on the above stated date at 10:00 AM in 
their room at the Courthouse.  Those present were:  Chairman Larry Hendrickson, Commissioner Russ 
Tempel and Commissioner Rlynn Rockman. 
 
 

MARIAS RIVER WATERSHED MEETING 
On the above stated date, the three Commissioners and Jim Ghekiere attended the Marias River Watershed 
management meeting with 19 other local citizens, representing the Bureau of Reclamation, Montana Fish, 
Wildlife, Parks, Wildlife Unlimited, South Chester Water District, Hi-Line Sportsmen, various Weed 
Departments, and local irrigators.  Updates were given on Tiber Reservoir inflows, forecasts and predictions, 
elevations, dam releases, fish count and types, camp sites, service roadways, etc.  A lot of questions and 
concerns were addressed.  It was a very informative meeting. 
 
 

CLAIMS 
Commissioner Tempel made the motion to approve for payment the monthly claims as they have been 
presented.  Commissioner Hendrickson seconded the motion, and the motion carried. 
 
 
 

BUDGET RESOLUTION #11-05 
Commissioner Tempel made the motion to approve budget resolution #11-05 dealing with the DES budget.  
Commissioner Hendrickson seconded the motion, and the motion carried. 
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CDBG 
Commissioner Tempel made the motion to sign the CDBG Draw-down #6.  Commissioner Hendrickson 
seconded the motion, and the motion carried.   
 
 

NORTHWEST INSURANCE / AIRPORT LIABILITY 
The Commissioners replied to the Northwest Insurance for Airport Liability Insurance. 
 
 

FAA ISSUE 
The Commissioners made a number of calls to the Federal Congressmen dealing with the FAA issue. 
 
 
 
 
 
There being no further business, the regular meeting of the Board of Liberty County Commissioners was adjourned at 
5:00 PM. 
 
ATTEST:             
    Clerk       Chairman 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

April 15th, 2011  ♦  Friday 
 

GAVILON FAA ISSUE 
Commissioner Rockman made a phone call to Max Baucus’ Great Falls office to Bonnie Keller.  She put him 
on a conference call with John Malia [agriculture specialist] and Kirby Campbell-Rierson [transportation 
specialist in Kalispell].  The dilemma about the “air-space” issue was explained in full and the two options 
(move the structure vs. reduce the height of the structure) were discussed.  The group also visited about 
“beacon” mitigation and the importance of this project in Liberty County.  They will make pertinent calls to 
help with this issue. 
 
Kirby called later.  She spoke with Gary Gates of the Montana FAA in Helena.  He will call Commissioner 
Larry Hendrickson. 
 
Kirby also gave Commissioner Rockman the number of the FAA specialist in Seattle. 
 
 
 

PUBLIC HEALTH 
The Public Health office officially moved to the new Senior Center on April 15, 2011. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



BOOK 9       COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS                  PAGE 719 

BOOK 9         COMMISSIONERS PROCEEDINGS                 PAGE 719 

 
 

April 19th, 2011  ♦  Tuesday 
 
The Board of Liberty County Commissioners met in regular session on the above stated date at 10:00 AM in 
their room at the Courthouse.  Those present were:  Chairman Larry Hendrickson, Commissioner Russ 
Tempel and Commissioner Rlynn Rockman. 
 
 
 
 

REVERSE 9-1-1 
County employees Jim Ghekiere, Warren Hill, Matt Hill, and Bernadette Skierka attended a website 
conference call training course on Reverse 9-1-1 in the Commissioner’s office.  The course instructor was 
Melanie Moore.  Jim reported that Ellen Gage and Brad Maples had recently taken the 3-hour course. 
 
 
 
 

CORRESPONDENCE 
The Commissioners received a certified letter from Max Hallfrisch of Teamster’s Local #2 regarding union 
proposals for the upcoming fiscal year. 
 
 
 

PAYROLL 
The County payroll was offered for consideration.  Commissioner Rockman made the motion to pay the 
current county wages.  Commissioner Hendrickson seconded the motion, and the motion carried. 
 
 
 

FAA 
The Commissioners composed a letter to the FAA requesting mitigation in the “air-space” issue with the 
Gavilon elevator project.  A second letter was done on behalf of the Airport commission, and signed by Jim 
Briden.  NOTE: Wayne Wardell (Mayor of the Town of Chester) has wrote a letter at the request of the 
Commissioners. 
 
 
 

DEQ 
A DEQ representative (Don Jackson) visited the McDowell and Hofer pits with Russ Tempel this morning. 
 
 
 

AG COVENANT 
Hugh Brown submitted a completed Agricultural Covenant for approval (land description: Twp 31 North, 
Range 6 East, M.P.M, Section 17, SE1/4SW1/4,  E1/2SW1/4SW1/4), signed by Dawn Lockwood.  
Commissioner Rockman made the motion to sign the Covenant.  Commissioner Tempel seconded the 
motion, and the motion carried. 
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LIBERTY COUNTY LIBRARY 
 
The Commissioners met with Librarian Teresa Fenger and Library Board Chairman, Peg Duffin to discuss 
their budget regarding the recent building improvements to the Library (specifically, $7,150 to Jim Brown 
Construction and $5,600 to Dale Pimley Electric = $12,750 Total for suspended ceiling and new lighting 
system).  After scrutinizing the budget, the Commissioners determined the following library funds could be 
applied towards these improvements: 

1. $1,000 from the CIP fund; 
2. $300+ = recent deposit from coffee sales; 
3. $3,300 deposit from coffee sales dated 7-1-2010 to 3-1-2011; 
4. less (-$1,800) of anticipated coffee revenues already built into the budget, and 
5. $2,000 from their “inventories” line-item budget, making a total available of $4,800 to be applied to 

the remodel.   
The balance due is about $8,000 ($12,750 less $4,800), which will be paid as follows: 

 $5,600 to Pimley via County Buildings fund; 
 $1,800 from coffee revenues from library budget via resolution, and 
 $1,000 from CIP fund via resolution. 

A $3,500 check issued by the “Friends of the Library” (as a holdover of county funds from FY 2009-10) has 
been deposited into the Library funds, but cannot be spent on this project because these dollars are 
classified as “prior period adjustment” monies.  At the end of the FY 2010-11, this $3,500 may be distributed 
to CIP and reimbursed back to County Building funds for repayment of the $8,000.  The remaining $4,500 
debt ($8,000 less the $3,500) will be discussed with the Library Board in June, 2011. 
 
 
 
 
 

COLUMBIA GRAIN 
Dan Treine of Columbia Grain called to inquire about their recent tax abatement request.  Their current 
facility is appraised for tax purposes at $750,000 at an annual tax of approximately $5,800.  They plan to 
complete a $2.2 million expansion, making their value at approximately $3 million.  The Commissioners 
explained that there will be a hearing scheduled. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SCHOOL BALLOT ISSUE 
The Election Administrator, Rhonda Pimley, reported a suspected case of voter fraud on the C-J-I School 
Mail Ballot election.  It was based on a mismatched signature and has been reported to County Attorney 
Hugh Brown for resolution. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There being no further business, the regular meeting of the Board of Liberty County Commissioners was adjourned at 
5:00 PM. 
 
ATTEST:             
    Clerk       Chairman 
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April 26th, 2011  ♦  Tuesday 
 
The Board of Liberty County Commissioners met in regular session on the above stated date at 10:00 AM in 
their room at the Courthouse.  Those present were:  Chairman Larry Hendrickson, Commissioner Russ 
Tempel and Commissioner Rlynn Rockman. 
 

BUREAU OF RECLAMATION 
The Commissioners received a Federal Financial Report from Mike LaFrentz from the BOR.  Commissioner 
Rockman made the motion to sign the form for BOR”s records.  Commissioner Hendrickson seconded the 
motion, and the motion carried. 
 

CLAIMS 
A motion was made by Commissioner Tempel, seconded by Commissioner Rockman to pay the end of the 
month claims.  The motion carried. 
 

LIBERTY MEDICAL CENTER 
Commissioner Hendrickson attended the Liberty Medical Center Board meeting held on April 20th.  LMC is 
currently implementing the electronic medical records system. 
 

SENIOR CENTER CONSTRUCTION MEETING 
The Commissioners met with Clausen’s (Dave Clausen, Autumn Lineweaver and Tracy McLain) to discuss 
various issues on the Senior Center project.  Also present were Hugh Brown, Rod Keith, and Annmarie 
Robinson.  These items were discussed as a group with Russ Wolfe on conference call: 

1. The sprinkler issue in the truss area (dining hall) has been corrected by the installer at his expense.  
It is not known if additional sprinkler heads were installed above the restrooms ceilings.  In either 
case, inspections by the Fire Marshall are yet to be completed. 

2. The overhead garage door and heater issue were debated.  There is supposed to be 6’ clearance 
between the doors and the heaters.  The overhead door company actually installed the doors at the 
wrong height.  Russ Wolfe thinks it needs to be ratified (per advice of Brad & Mike in his office).  
Dave Clausen thinks the wrong height actually works on our behalf due to the angle of heat 
projection from the radiant heaters.  Dave will take photos and measurements for a future decision.  
If changed, this should be at no expense to the county. 

3. Electric heaters are to be installed in the food storage bay by Bud (heat engineer); he will provide the 
units and electrical installation at his cost.  Russ Wolfe will follow-up on this. 

4. The overhead door in the storage bay is a concern!  Russ Wolfe claims it was installed per specs 
and these doors are common for this use.  The local sanitarian will not accept it, as it is not sealed 
well and will allow for entrance of ants, mice, etc.  In addition, it lets in too much cold air!  Clausen’s 
quoted the County approximately $2,000 to remove this overhead door and replace with a nice metal 
insulated walk through door. 

5. Adequate power to the air conditioner was done by A.T. Klemen’s at no additional charge to anyone. 
6. The group discussed the improper wiring of the dishwasher and garbage disposal.  Russ Wolfe 

admits that this was his mistake (as no plans are ever perfect and without errors and omissions).  He 
still feels that he is entitled to reimbursement for these change orders and repairs. 

7. Handicapped signs will be sent to the Commissioners by Russ Wolfe, but should not be installed 
without approved specs.  When, and if, the Commissioners get bids on the paving project, the 
Commissioners should request the paint striping with the bid (per Dave’s suggestion). 

8. There are still a few concerns about the heat and air flow in the kitchen.  Rod says that an extra duct 
was put in the kitchen ceiling recently.  Dave says the kitchen is a “zero-airloss” area. 

9. Russ Wolfe would like the final O&M Manuals sent to him by Clausen’s. 
10. The Commissioners negotiated the following services from Clausen’s in lieu of potential liquated 

damages regarding late contract time: 
 Clausen’s will pour the patio and sidewalk (as specified on plan sketch) on the north side of 

the building by the alleyway. 
 Clausen’s will remove the overhead door and mechanics to storage bay and keep it (for their 

future use) as trade for a 4’ metal door, hardware, and framing to the opening to the bay. 
 The Commissioners also recognize that Clausen’s had previously poured concrete curb 

gutters in the south parking lot at no charge to the County. 
11. WAG will send a new Certificate of Substantial Completion for the Commissioner’s signatures. 
12. Clausen’s will extend their warranty from one year from the actual Certificate of Occupancy 

issuance. 
13. The Commissioners will send a compromise agreement to Clausen’s for negotiated services; the 

letter was composed by Annmarie Robinson at the Commissioner’s request. 
14. The Commissioners will deal further with WAG on the dishwasher, garbage disposal, and storage 

bay door. 
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CTEP BID-OPENING 
The Lion’s Park CTEP project had a scheduled “bid-opening”.  There was only one bid submitted (by Mike 
Eichner); this bid was $177,000!  It was not accepted by the board (Liberty County Chamber). 
 
 

SAFETY MEETING 
Tina Wood of Wood Enterprises and Emelia McEwen (MACo Loss Control) met with the Commissioner’s to 
update our safety program and progress.  They went to the County Shop to inspect Shawn’s safety records 
there. 
 
 

TRI AGENCY TASK FORCE 
Commissioner Tempel made the motion to sign the letter of support for the Tri-Agency Task Force.  
Commissioner Hendrickson seconded the motion, and the motion carried. 
 
 

GREAT FALLS TRIBUNE 
Erin Madison from the Great Falls Tribune stopped by and asked about the two new grain loading dock 
projects in the area. 
 
 

MINUTES 
A motion was made by Commissioner Rockman and seconded by Commissioner Tempel to approve the 
minutes (with a few corrections), dated April 12th through April 19th (pages 715-720).  The motion carried. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There being no further business, the regular meeting of the Board of Liberty County Commissioners was adjourned at 
5:00 PM. 
 
ATTEST:             
    Clerk       Chairman 
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